Experimental details
All Ha tomsw ere placed at idealized positions and then constrained during the refinement except those of the solvate water molecules which were not found experimentally. The occupancy for O8 to O11 was obtained by considering the Fourier residual density remaining after the refinement with the well defined part of the structure. Four residual peaks of approximative equal density were found and assigned as ad isordered water molecule localized on 4sites, the occupancy was refined to 0.25.
Discussion
The asymmetric unit of the title crystal structure consists of one [3- (N-methyl-2-pyridyl-N-hydroxymethyl-2-pyridyl)-aminopropionic acid-k 4 
)-cobalt(III) cation, one chloride anion and two water molecules as solvate. Prior to the title compound, only one flavonolatocobalt(III) complex has been reported with an N 2 ,O 2 donor coligand as model for the cobalt-containing flavonol 2,4-dioxygenase [1] . The title crystal structure is the first structurally relevant model for the metal-binding site of the enzyme [2] with its N 3 ,O donor co-ligand. The title compound contains acationic six-coordinated cobalt(III) center surrounded by 3Natoms of the ligand in afacial fashion, one Oatom from the carboxylate function of the ligand and two Oatoms of the flavonolate ligand occupying the remaining sites. 
